


Parish Council 
ChairðLesley Randall 
Clerk - Hilary Cox 

 
01842 829960 
parishclerkhockwold@gmail.com 
07856 035079 

Borough & County Council 
County Councillor - Martin Storey 

 
01842 828016 

Churches 
St Jamesô 
WeddingsðRevd. Joan Horan 
Methodist 
Revd. Chris White ( Thetford ) 

 
joanhoran123@btinternet.com  
01842 828034 
 
01842 753819 

Doctors 
Lakenheath Surgery 
Feltwell Surgery 

 
01842 860400 
01842 828481 

Hospitals 
West Suffolk ( Bury St. Edmunds ) 
Queen Elizabeth ( Kings Lynn ) 
Thetford Healthy Living Centre 
NHS Direct 

 
01284 713000 
01553 766266 
01842 767600 
0845  4647 

Vets 
Paul Jarman  
Old Golf House 

 
01842 828938 
01842 814043 

Police   ( ask for Downham Market ) 
 
Taxis 
Bobôs Taxis 
DJ Taxis 

101 
 
 
01842 828471 
07971 551492 

Schools 
Iceni AcademyðHockwold 
Feltwell Primary 
Iceni AcademyðMethwold 
Downham Market High School 

 
01842 828275 
01842 828334 
01366 728333 
01366 388717 

Citizensô Advice Bureau 01842 811511 

Samaritans 0345 909090 

Rubbish Clearance 
 
Funeral Directors - Michael Denney & Sons 
 
The Red Lion 

01553 776676 
 
01842 862777 
 
01842 829728 

DIRECTORY 

mailto:joanhoran123@btinternet.com


Impact Of Coronavirus 
 

 At time of writing the April edition, corvid-19 is playing havoc 
with countries around the world. We have yet to see major effects in 
the UK, but this may well have changed by April.  For information 
about the coronavirus and websites to go to for information please re-
fer to the note from the Parish Council on page 11.  
 Please note that as the coronavirus was an ongoing situation 
when the magazine went to print mid March, it is advisable to check 
all events listings before attending, as cancellations and restrictions 
may be in place by the time you receive the magazine.   
 If you have an event that youôd like the village to know about, 
please email me (email address below).      
                   Editor  
                       

MAY CONTRIBUTIONS BY 15th APRIL PLEASE. 
 editorhockwoldvillagemagazine@gmail.com 

51 Main St, Hockwold 
(items received after this date cannot be guaranteed to be included, 

and all inclusions are at the editors discretion) 

Laura FothergillðEditor 
T: 01842 829079,  email: editorhockwoldvillagemagazine@gmail.com 

 

Tim FothergillðAdvertising  
T: 01842 829079 email: adshockwoldvillagemagazine@gmail.com 

 
Linda  ArbourðDistribution 

T: 01842 827217,  email: l.arbour@btinternet.com 

 If you would like to advertise in the magazine for as little as 
Ã4.50 per month please contact:   
Tim Fothergill on  01842 829079 

Or email adshockwoldvillagemagazine@gmail.com 

According to old weather folklore... 
If it thunders on All Foolôs Day, it brings good crops of corn and hay. 

A cold May and a windy April, a full barn. 
The louder the frog, the more the rain. 

If the oak is out before the ash then we are in for a splash, 
But if the ash is out before the oak we are in for a soak. 

mailto:l.arbour@btinternet.com


W.I. 
 
 Hockwold Cum Wilton WI holds it meeting the first Wednesday of every month. 
Aprilôs meeting is on the 1st, where we will be welcoming John Vigar, whoôs talk is 
called ñBedrooms, Banquets and Ballsò. Looks like a fun night ahead for everyone. 
 Competition this month is Antique Jewellery, come along and pay us a visit, you 
will always be made welcome.  

Maria Day (Secretary)  

Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council                 
10th March 2020 

 
Present: Mrs L. Randall, Mr S. Turner, Mr S. Monsey-Cribb, Mrs R. Johns, 
  Mrs C. Fryers, Mrs R. Morgan, Mrs A. Marsden, Mrs T. Sismey 
  Councillor Martin Storey 
  Hilary Cox ï Parish Clerk 
Apologies: Mrs I. Sullivan, Squadron Leader J. Turnbull 
 
 For our March meeting Sq. Leader Turnbull had provided a report stating that all US visit-
ing forces, regardless of location, are adhering to the same Public Health England advice as the 
rest of the population. Regular telephone conferences are being held in addition to exercises to 
ensure continued preparedness. People returning from high risk areas are screened appropriately 
and, as of 10th March, there were no cases of Coronavirus amongst any US visiting forces at any 
location across UK. 
 We have a little bit of news regarding the noise from Murfitts and we understand a shred-
der, that had been located in a marquee, has now been housed in a building, thereby hopefully 
slightly reducing excess noise. In addition, we understand that a sound muffler was being installed 
on 23rd March, so, fingers crossed, by the time you read this, the noise may have reduced. 
 After receiving comments from parishioners about dim lighting in some areas of the vil-
lage, we contacted our contracted engineers about possible solutions and, although we are bound 
by the regulations pertaining to órural villagesô, a possible solution has been found. The light 
bulbs, currently used in the street lighting provided by the Parish Council, cause a yellow hue. 
However, there are bulbs that have a white hue that give off a óclearerô light which may impact 
the darker areas of the village in a positive way. The change-over will be gradual but will be hap-
pening in the future. As for the few lights that have been out on South Street and Malts Lane, 
these outages were not caused by failed light bulbs. With the high winds and power outages, UK 
Power has had to deal with many repairs and in the process these particular lights were discon-
nected from the main UK Power network. This has been reported and we have been assured that it 
will be dealt with as soon as possible.  
 And now a few quick messages: 
 -We are currently looking into a few complaints about the number of large lorries driving 
through the village. 
 -An update on Speed Watch - we have six volunteers, names have been submitted to the 
police and we are now awaiting details of training. 
 -On 28th April, the Parish Council will be hosting the Annual Parish Assembly in the 
Village Hall. You are all invited ï please see further details elsewhere in this magazine. 
 -A reminder that police drop in sessions are held on the first Thursday of each month in 
the Central Cafe in Feltwell from 1.00 to 4.00. 
 The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th April 2020 
 

Lesley Randall - Chairman 
 

 



Minutes from the Hockwold Parish Council meeting can be read in 
full at Hockwold Village Club or online at 

hockwoldcumwiltonparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk 
 or look for us on Facebook 

Contacts for your Parish Councillors are on the website 

Councillor Phone (01842) Email 

Mrs L. Randall 829960 lesleyrandall@btinternet.com 

Mrs R. Johns 827268 rebecca@cobaltid.co.uk 

Mrs I. Sullivan 828357 iris.sullivan@outlook.com 

Mrs T. Sismey 827292 traceysismey@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr S. Turner 827302   

Mr S. Monsey-Cribb 266003 pandasmc@btopenworld.com 

Mrs C. Fryers 829080 catherinefryers21@gmail.com 

Mrs A. Marsden 653034 nellybiscuit@hotmail.co.uk 

Mrs R. Morgan 827431 beck_morgan@yahoo.com 

Friendship Club 
 
 Our February 19 meeting again featured yoga. This time we moved on to 
standing exercises too, we survived! For the next meeting we were introduced to an 
alternative therapy practitioner - quite a contrast. 
 We also welcomed two new friends at the first meeting who returned for the 
second and were joined by a third. we hope to see you all again. 

 Jackie Lucas 

St. Jamesô Church, Hockwold 
Tea TentðHockwold Country Fair 

Sunday 31st May 2020 
 
 Unfortunately, due to illness, it is not possible to have our tea tent at Hock-
wold Country Fair this year. Thank you to everyone in past years who has generously 
made and donated cakes, helped and supported us in so many different ways for the 
benefit of St. Jamesô Church.  

Sue Annear. 



 

 
St Jamesô Church Services:  

April 2020 
 
 
Sunday 5th April   Palm Sunday 

Benefice Eucharist:  Feltwell:  The Rector    10.00 am 
 
Easter Week Services:  The Rector 
 
Wed 8th April    Tenebrae:  Weeting      8.00 pm 
Thursday 9th April  Maundy Thursday Eucharist:Feltwell   7.00 pm 
Friday 10th April  Stations of The Cross:  Feltwell    10.00 am 
Saturday 11th April Easter Vigil:  Northwold     8.30 pm 
 
Sunday 12th April  Easter Sunday 
Benefice Eucharist: Hockwold:  Banns x 2:  Season White   10.00 am 
 
Sunday 19th April Parish Eucharist:  Feltwell:The Rector   11.00 am 
    Parish Eucharist:  Weeting: The Rector 9.15 am 
 
Sunday 26th April 
Parish Eucharist:  Hockwold:  The Rector:  Banns   11.00 am 
Parish Eucharist:  Northwold:  The Rector      9.15 am 
 
 
Unfortunately, Leslie Hardwick is still unwell at the time of going to press 
so we have no rotas for flowers or cleaners.  Flowers will be needed for 
Easter Sunday and 26th April (see Audrey Fuller).  Miss Annear will clean 
the church in March and Mrs Young and Mrs Arnold will clean again before 
Easter. 
 
 
 
 

Floral Tributes 
If you would like a floral arrangement in the Church in commemoration 
of a wedding or birthday or in memory of a departed family member, 
please give Audrey Fuller a ring on 01842-828529 to discuss your re-
quirements. 



Hockwold Village Bowls Club 
 
Hockwold Village Bowls Clubôs season starts on Wednesday 6th May 
at 6.00pm.  We are always on the lookout for more members to join us 
as we while away the summer evenings, either practising, playing for 
óin club trophiesô or taking part in friendly and league matches against 

other villages.  So, if you are interested, do come along, even if you only want to have a go, 
to see if you would like to take up the game. There will be someone to give you guidance 
on the rules and we also have a few spare sets of bowls that you could use as you try your 
hand at this village sport.  If youôre not sure where we are, look out for the village sign, 
midway along Main Street, and you will find us! 
In the meantime, if you would like to know more about the club, there are several ways you 
can do this - check out our Facebook page; ring Geoff on 01842 829960, or, even better, 
come along to our Pre-Season General Meeting and take the opportunity to chat to other 
club members. This meeting will be held at the Hockwold Cricket Pavilion on Friday 1st 
May at 8.00pm. 
Obviously, these arrangements will be subject to any future guidelines regarding public 
gatherings during the current Coronavirus outbreak. 

               Hockwold Village Bowls Club  

Hockwold-cum-Wilton Parish Council invites you to 
the Annual Parish Assembly on Tuesday 28th April at 

7.00pm in the Village Hall 
The purpose of this meeting is so that the Parish Council can explain its achievements over 
the last year and its future aspirations. One of the main objectives is to achieve a large turn-
out as it is an opportunity: 
a) to enable electors to have their say on anything they consider to be important to the peo-
ple of the Parish; 
b) to hear from local organisations on the work of their group; and 
c) to promote some new ideas 
Although there will be an agenda (to which items can be added, even during the meeting) 
and minutes will be taken, the meeting will otherwise be informal and refreshments will be 
served.  
All Parish Councils throughout England are required by law to hold an Annual Parish As-
sembly (previously known as Annual Parish Meeting) which must take place between 1st 
March and 1st June. It is not a meeting of the Parish Council although it is arranged by the 
Parish Clerk and chaired by the Chairman of the Parish Council. Anyone may attend but 
only registered electors of the Parish may speak. 
Obviously, these arrangements will be subject to any future guidelines regarding public 
gatherings during the current Coronavirus outbreak and any updates will be provided on 
the Parish Council website, Facebook and on the Parish Council notice board. 

Lesley RandallðChairðHockwold-cum-Wilton Parish Council 



RECIPEðSausage Casserole 
 
This month I want to welcome CJ at the Meat Market to the magazine as an 
advertising supporter. If you check out his advert further on in the magazine 
you will find a voucher for a free 1lb of sausages, when you spend more than 
Ã10 at his shop in Brandon. A great offer and great sausages!!  
 
Ingredients 
4 large potatoes 
4 carrots 
8 good-quality sausages  
2 tbsp olive oil 
1 onion, chopped 
1 garlic clove, crushed 
1 tsp paprika 
400g can chopped tomatoes 
400ml vegetable stock  
1-2 bay leaves 
 

Method 
Turn the oven to 180ÁC/fan160ÁC/gas 4. Peel the potatoes and carefully cut 
them in half, then into quarters. Peel the carrots and cut each carrot into 
about 4 or 5 even pieces. 
Prick the sausages all over with a fork ï this helps the fat to run out of the 
sausages, so that they donôt split open as they cook. Heat the olive oil in a 
heavy-based casserole and fry the sausages, turning often, until lightly gold-
en all over ï this should take about 10 minutes. Remove the sausages from 
the pan and put them on a plate. 
Add the chopped onion to the casserole (there will still be some oil in the 
pan from the sausages) and continue to cook over a low heat for 5-10 
minutes, until the onion is slightly soft. Add the garlic and paprika and cook 
for another minute. 
Add the chopped potatoes and carrots and stir everything around in the cas-
serole so that the vegetables are coated with the oil. 
Add the tomatoes and stock (to measure the stock, you can use the empty 
tomato can ï filled up, it will hold 400ml of stock) and the bay leaves. Bring 
to a simmer (so itôs just bubbling gently). Return the sausages to the casse-
role. 
Using your oven gloves, carefully put the casserole into the oven. Cook for 
45 minutes, until the potatoes are cooked through, and serve. 

Tim Fothergill 



 

April Gardening. 
  

Aprilôs here and spring has sprung at last! As the weather warms and early flow-
ers start to bloom, all of a sudden it feels like thereôs plenty to do in the garden 
again. Keep an eye on the weather forecast for frosty nights and continue to pro-
tect vulnerable plants.  
 
Top Tips for April: 
¶ Water containers in dry spells.  
¶ Keep weeds under control 
¶ Protect fruit blossom from late frosts 
¶ Tie in climbing and rambling roses 
¶ Sow hardy annuals, herbs and wild flower seed outdoors 
¶ Divide bamboos  
¶ Prune winter & spring flowering shrubs as soon as they have finished flow-

ering such as heathers and forsythia.  
 
Step-by-step guide to planting hanging baskets: 
If you have a frost-free greenhouse or conservatory you can get a head start by 
planting your hanging baskets now.  
Step One: If you are using a plastic-lined basket pierce some holes in the plastic 
for drainage. Fill the basket with a good quality compost and add water retaining 
gel & slow release fertiliser (as per the manufacturerôs instructions).   
Step Two: In a 12ò basket choose 3 -4 trailing plants and 1 upright plant. Space 
the trailing plants evenly around the outside of the basket.  
Step Three: Plant your central upright plant. Fill any gaps with compost. To en-
courage bushier plants with more flowering shoots pinch out the ends of fuchsias 
and petunias. Hang up and water well.  
 
Focus on Penstemons: 
Prune your penstemons now - cut back all the old shoots to the base, provided 
there is new growth at the bottom of the plant. If there are no new shoots at the 
base, cut just above the lowest set of leaves. 

Rachel Sobiechowski BSc (Hons) P&R Garden Supplies,  
Fengate Drove, Brandon .    01842 814800   www.p-rgardensupplies.co.uk  

   

Need to go shopping?  
Want to visit a friend?  

Need to get to an appointment?  
West Norfolk Community Transport can help!  

Call us on: 01553 770310  



The West Norfolk Aviation Society 
  

 Last nightôs meeting (Wed 03 Mar 2020) at the Mundford Bowls Club welcomed guest 
speaker Keith Thomas. Keith is a very experienced helicopter pilot and has latterly worked for 
the Civil Aviation Authority in various guises. He has displayed helicopters at air shows and 
currently instructs on helicopters and presents aviation safety evenings to private pilots. This 
monthôs talk was entitled 'My Life in the Clouds, the Early Years'. Keith led us through his 
early life in the Air Training Corps where he got his first wings, gliding. He then got his Private 
Pilots Licence via an ATC flying scholarship and yet another set of wings after joining the 
Royal Air Force. So important to him was this that he delayed his wedding by 3 weeks to en-
sure that he was able to display his (3rd  set of ) wings on his uniform at the nuptials! 
Having learnt to fly on the Westland Whirlwind helicopter he converted onto the Wessex heli-
copter and proceeded into operations in Ulster supporting the Army and, on deployments over-
seas. He finished by stressing that because helicopter pilots were so gentle on the controls they 
make the best lovers! The uproar at that comment was so loud we never discovered if this was 
true, even though his wife was in the audience.  This was a first class evening with a super 
sandwich buffet by Val and Len our hosts at the Bowls Club. If you like what you have heard 
please come to our next meeting on Tue 07 April when Mr Len Manning, WW2 rear gunner on 
Lancasters, and his driver will be our guests for the evening. He will be making an 80 mile 
round trip to give us an introduction for 20 to 30 minutes and then allow us to see, handle and 
ask questions about photographs and other memorabilia he is going to bring with him. 
For details on the evening topics go to our website: www.westnorfolkaviationsociety.org.uk 

Mark Burch 

 

Iceni Academy Hockwold 
  

 News from the Iceni-Hockwold this time starts with the fact that eight 
children have now received their BEAR Project bearséand one bear, named 
Ralph, has even had a pair of dungarees made for him by the childôs Nan.  
 Another incredibly special happening has been one of our Year 5 chil-

dren reaching Gold in our Maths initiative called óClub 99ô. She is the first child to ever have 
reached this stage (answering 100 questions involving indices, square roots and large number 
division under 3 minutes and 30 seconds) and we are now writing a new level for her to be 
known as óPlatinumô.  
 Our topics this half term are Location, Location, Location in Key Stage 2 (comparing 
our own locality with the human and physical geography of Spain plus North and South Ameri-
ca), In the Forest for Willow and People Who Help Us in Acorn. So far, weôve been joined by 
Detective Constable Dan Rayner who we thank for giving the children insights into how the 
police force help us. 
 For Sport Relief, Miss Reidie from Aspire PE took the whole academy ï staff and chil-
dren alike - on our Sport Relief mile around the school field. It was very good fun, weôd love to 
do this every day and we still have on our wish-list the playground surface which would map 
out the daily mile for us. 
 Please do find up-to-date information about the COVID-19 virus on our website and 
how advice relates to schools. 
 If you have a child due to start in September 2020 and would like to look around, please 
contact Ms Burdett. Please note: there are still a couple of places left for children to start at our 
school. Please telephone 01842 828275 and make an appointment to look around if you are 
interested in your hild starting. Please find us on Twitter and Facebook: Iceni Hockwold and 
Iceni Academy Hockwold respectively. 

Mrs Emma OwnerðPrincipal 

 



Coronavirus (Covid-19)  
Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council  

Guidance for Parishioners  
To date, Hockwold cum Wilton Parish has been unaffected by the Coronavirus (Covid-
19), despite the fact it is becoming an increasingly challenging issue within the UK. 

We have continued to remind village residents of the need to take all precautions in line 
with the Public Health England advice (posters have been placed around the village, on 
our website and Facebook). 

In the meantime, there are practical steps that our communities can take to less-
en the chance of infection. This includes washing hands more and using the 
ócatch it, bin it, kill itô strategy for coughs and sneezes. 

Added to this, you can help reduce the impact and spread of misinformation by relying 
on information from trusted sources, such as that on the NHS website https://
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  OR . https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19 and 
Public Health England https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid
-19-uk-government-response 

On your social media, please only share and retweet information from official sources 
such as the NHS and Public Health England. This way, we can ensure our communi-
ties are getting the CORRECT information. 

We will continue to look for updates from the Government and NHS, highlighting devel-
opments in the UK and issuing key messages and advice for residents.  We suggest 
that all residents follow the advice given within the updates. 

Residents : 

¶ Follow advice from NHS following any concerns about health.  

¶ Inform your children's school if a member of your family becomes unwell.  

¶ Call your GP, rather than attending the surgery and follow the advice given. 

¶ wash hands more and use the ócatch it, bin it, kill itô strategy for coughs and 
sneezes. 

 

Thank you for your support.  

Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council  

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response


Across 
2. Bond actor, ___ Connery (4) 
4. Lee J ___ was one of the jurors in the 
1957 movie classic, 12 Angry Men (4) 
8. Laurence ___ won an Oscar for Best 
Actor in Hamlet (7) 
9. Michael ___ won an Oscar for Best 
Actor in The Quiet American (5) 
10. Tim ___ was the voice of Buzz 
Lightyear in Toy Story (5) 
11. Actor / Director, ___ Eastwood (5) 
12. ___ Hayworth starred in the 1958 
movie, Separate Tables (4) 
14. ___ McClure was Lt. Sam in the 
1965 movie, Shenandoah (4) 
17. ___ Puzo won a screenplay Oscar 
for The Godfather (5) 
18. Sally ___ was Mrs Gump in the 
1994 movie, Forrest Gump (5) 
19. Star Trek actor, Leonard ___ (5) 
20. Horror cinema icon, Boris ___ (7) 
21. Michael ___ was Basil Exposition in 
the Austin Powers movies (4) 
22. Friends character (4) 

Down 
1. Marlon Brando was Col. Walter E Kurtz 
in this movie classic (10,3) 
2. Night at the Museum actor, Ben ___ (7) 
3. Sigourney Weaver was Ripley in this 
1979 movie (5) 
5. ___ Ekland was Willow in the 1973 movie, 
The Wicker Man (5) 
6. Classic movie starring Judy Garland as 
Dorothy Gale (3,6,2,2) 
7. Die Hard actor, ___ Willis (5) 
9. One of the Marx Brothers (5) 
13. ___-Thomas was Sir Percy Ware-
Armitage 
in the 1965 movie, Those Magnificent Men in 
Their Flying Machines (5) 
15. ___ Peck was Robert Thorn in the 1976 
movie, The Omen (7) 
16. 1976 movie starring Sylvester Stallone in 
the title role (5) 
17. 1992 movie with an Egyptian curse, 
The ___ (5) 
18. Frances McDormand won an Oscar in 
1997 for Best Actress in this movie (5) 

CROSSWORD 



SUDOKU 

Solutions for April Sudoku and Crossword will be in the 
May edition of the Hockwold Village Magazine. 

MARCH CROSSWORD & SUDOKU SOLUTIONS 

8 6 5       

4   9  6    

 9   8 7    

   8 3   2  

  6    1   

 3   9 5    

   7 4   1  

   1  2   8 

      7 9 5 

8 2 7 5 9 4 6 3 1 

3 6 5 8 1 2 7 9 4 

9 4 1 7 3 6 2 5 8 

5 7 3 2 4 1 9 8 6 

2 1 8 6 5 9 4 7 3 

6 9 4 3 7 8 1 2 5 

1 8 6 9 2 5 3 4 7 

7 5 9 4 6 3 8 1 2 

4 3 2 1 8 7 5 6 9 



Easter At The RSPB  
 

 With Easter very close by now, and the spring break for our local schools giv-
ing the children two weeks off from 3rd April to 17th, we have planned a range of 
activities for families who want to get outdoors in (what should be!) lovely spring 
weather. Weôll have an Easter Egg Hunt around our Brandon Fen family trail, with 
six coloured eggs and a special golden egg to hunt out! Those wanting to take part 
can pick up an activity sheet at the Visitor Centre and tick them off as you find 
themé some will be easy and some a little harder! Then when youôre finished, come 
back to the Visitor Centre to collect your badge- and pick one from our Easter range. 
 As well as the egg hunt (and perhaps better for older children) weôll have a 
Spring-themed spotter sheet with seasonal wildlife to look out for as you go round 
any part of the reserve. We do charge Ã2 for the spotter sheet or the Easter Egg Hunt 
activity trail, with all the proceeds from the trails. Many of our birds such as great 
crested grebes and little egrets will be in their breeding finery on the pools and worth 
looking out for, as well as a variety of early butterflies and bumblebees if the weather 
is good.  
 Just in case the weather isnôt great, we will have a table of Easter-themed arts 
& crafts in the Visitor Centre too.  
 If you are planning on visiting us soon, itôs a good idea to look and listen out 
for our cranes- we should have at least one pair breeding with us this year, though we 
are hopeful to return to the situation we had in 2016 where we had two nesting pairs. 
Look out too for marsh harriers, who will have eggs or young chicks to feed and 
should be doing some mid-air food passes where the male passes caught food to the 
female. She will often fly straight up from the nest site and turn upside-down at the 
last minute to take the prey with her talons from his, or to grab it from the air after he 
has dropped it a short distance above. The females are very attentive and donôt like to 
leave the nest for long, especially when the chicks are young- the reason food passes 
are popular. Often, if the male attempts to join her on the nest afterwards for a rest 
and a look at his brood sheôll kick him out and encourage him to go hunting again 
straightaway! 
 You could also hear bitterns and bearded tits as well as you walk round, along 
with some early butterflies such as brimstone, peacock or small tortoiseshell and per-
haps even a large red damselfly, our earliest-emerging species of dragonfly. Keep an 
eye out for the lovely spring flowers too, like red dead-nettle and spring beauty, lining 
the paths too. 
 Regular readers of this column might recall our warden Katherine talking about 
unusual nesting places for birds in the March issue, and we can report that we now 
have a teapot robin! A pair of robins have built a nest in an old china teapot near the 
Visitor Centre and we are following their progress. We hope to see you on the reserve 
soon!  
                Heidi Jones 

Visitor Experience OfficerðLakenheath Fen RSPB 
 

 Katherine Puttick (Warden) 
 

 



VE Day Picnic 
 
Plans are well under way for the Hockwold VE Day Grand Village Picnic 
on Friday 8th May on the playing field.  We plan to start at 2pm and I am 
so excited to tell you that the Hockwold St Jamesô Bell Ringers will be ring-
ing the bells in celebration and to start us off.  I love hearing the bells and 
it will be such a patriotic (and I think quite an emotional) way of marking 
this fabulous anniversary. 
 
The plan is still for you all to bring your own picnics, blankets, seats etc 
and the theme is still going to be red, white and blue.  I now have bunting 
and flags so we will look very smart and of course patriotic.  This is a na-
tional celebration so it is only fitting we should look the part.  If there are 
any budding David Baileys amongst us it would be lovely to get a few pho-
tos of the occasion. 
 
I have been talking to several of our village groups and thanks to their co-
operation and generosity I can now confirm that during our picnic we will 
have music and a selection of games and activities to keep us all amused.  
We will also be serving teas and coffees and there may even be cake and 
ice creams.  The whole event is still free for everyone so no need to bring 
any money with you, (yay!!). 
 
Hopefully there will be something there for everyone to enjoy whether you 
just want to watch, chat with friends, neighbours and family or join in with 
the games and activities.  
 
If the weather is unkind to us we will still go ahead but it will be inside the 
village hall, which we very generously have full use of for the afternoon. 
 
This is a rough outline of how I see the afternoon panning out -: 
 
Arrive to the sound of the church bells.  Hunt for the perfect spot and stake 
your claim. Settle and wait for others to arrive.  Enjoy music and have a go 
at the games and activities on offer, there will be things for all ages.  Eat 
our picnics at about three (ish) followed by teas, coffees and cake.  Enjoy 
more music and activities and grab an ice cream if you fancy one.  Lots of 
chatting, mingling and fun through out the afternoon until things fizzle out 
and we all go home. 
 
Please, please can I ask that you all take your litter home with you, and, if 
you have assisted any elderly neighbours or relatives to the playing field, 
please donôt forget to assist them back home again. 
 

Julie Hilditch 
01842 828031  



Mobile Library Timetable 
23rd AprilðHockwold 

 
12:20 12:35  THE SCHOOL  
12:40 12:55  THE CHURCH  
13:00 13:15  32 COLLEGE ROAD  
13:20 13:35  MAIN ST BELL HOUSE  

Mini  Market Hockwold 
At the village hall on the 1st Saturday of every month. 
The money raised goes to help keep furnishings  

updated in the  Village Hall. 
We need unwanted items, presents, bric a brac etc. These 

can be left at the Village Hall. 
We canôt take electric or large items. 
Please support us.  

 

Hockwold Village Club 
 

Carpet bowls is being held on   
3rd & 17th April at 8pm 

please come along and have a go. 
 

Open to Members and bone-fide Guest,   
New Members Always Welcome  

WEETING CARPET BOWLS 
We need more members!  

If you are free on Fridays 9.45am -12 noon come and join 
our friendly, social club in Weeting Village Hall.  

Contact Heather 01842 815406  
See you soon!  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiW06mW67_gAhUQmhQKHQ48AmEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oundlebowlingclub.org%2Fplaying%2Findoor-play%2F&psig=AOvVaw3BMWdFJiXwYOGK1V3hnxNp&ust=1550392184261044
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Whatõs On MarchñApril  
 

Tuesday 24 March (5am-9am) Tuesday 7 April and Tuesday 21 April (5:30am ï 
9:30am) 
Itôs Boom Time for Bitterns 
Although our resident bitterns sometimes start booming as early as February, the re-
serve team do the majority of their co-ordinated bittern booming surveys in March and 
April. We are offering a special opportunity to join one of the reserve Wardens here at 
RSPB Lakenheath Fen as they carry out these surveys. As well as hearing the birds 
boom, you are likely to see bitterns in flight, and may even see display flights of three 
or more birds as they search for females and the best territories. The local marsh har-
riers will be patrolling low over the reedbeds looking for their breakfasts. If we are 
lucky, we may even catch a glimpse of our resident cranes. 
Price: Adults Ã40 (Non-Members) Adults Ã32 (Members) Booking essential. Transport 
down the reserve, high seats, hot drinks and pastries will be provided.  
Maximum of four people per session.  
Limited availability so please contact the reserve office on 01842 863400 or e-mail: 
lakenheath@rspb.org.uk; to book your place and to arrange payment.  
 

Saturday 4 to 19 April     (10am-4pm)       
Easter Fun at Lakenheath 
Itôs the Easter Holidays so down to the reserve for a range of childrenôs activities! 
Thereôll be an interactive Easter Egg Hunt on Brandon Fen to complete as well as arts 
& crafts indoors, a spring wildlife spotter sheet, pond dipping kits, bug hunting sets, 
activity backpacks and binoculars available for hire.   
RSPB members, free. Entrance charge applies for non-members Ã4 for adults, Ã2 for 
children (First child free per family group) Ã2 per trail sheet All children must be ac-
companied by an adult. No need to book. 
 

Sunday 3 May                 
Get to know your birdsong                 6.00am-9.00am 
Itôs International Dawn Chorus Day weekend so join us for an early morning walk 
around the reserve.  On our walk, which will be around three miles long, we will hear 
bitterns booming and hopefully see ghostly barn owls hunting over the reserve. There 
will also be a lot to hear, including a cacophony of warblers and the local cuckoos will 
be saying their names loudly! Price includes a continental breakfast in the visitor cen-
tre after the walk. Adults Ã20/ Children Ã10 (Non-Members) Adults Ã16/ Children Ã8 
(Members) This walk is limited to 15 participants.  Suitable for children aged 8 and 
above. Please book your place by e-mailing us at lakenheath@rspb.org.uk, phoning 
us 01842 863400 or by popping in to the Visitor Centre.  
 
For all events please bring plenty of warm, waterproof clothing and sturdy footwear. 
Guided walks and surveys are weather dependent and we will be in touch in advance 
if the weather is awful and we need to postpone or cancel it. Ticket prices for guided 

walks and surveys include entrance fees to the reserve for non-members. 
Booking is essential for all events unless stated otherwise. 

For all enquiries and bookings, please contact: 01842 863400 or email: laken-
heath@rspb.org.uk; 

 

















St. Jamesô Church, Hockwold 

WANTED 
 

Would you like to keep the bells of St. Jamesô Church, Hock-
wold ringing? Can you come along on a Monday evening 
from 7.30pm? Can you climb a stone   spiral staircase? If so, 
then a warm welcome awaits you , but children must be ac-
companied by an adult. 
For further details, telephone  Sue Annear (01842) 815430  

HOCKWOLD CRAFTS GROUP  

CRAFT CLUB 
 

Every Tuesday evening  
Hockwold Village Club  7.30-9.30pm 

Contact:   Kath Brown 01842 828100  

ART FOR PLEASURE 
Weeting Village Hall 

Art for Pleasure is an Art Group which meet on Thursday  mornings  
at 10.30am in Weeting Village Hall. 

We have varying abilities from beginners upwards and would like 
to welcome new members.  

 
If you would like to know more 

please  contact: 
Beryl Pountney on  01842 828750  

Arts & Crafts &  
Walking For Women 
FridaysðWalk 10-12           
Arts & Crafts 12-2pm 
Come to one or to both 

Ã3 
Bring a packed lunch if coming for the 

day 
St. Johnôs Community Centre, Mildenhall 

Email: artatworknorwich@gmail.com for more details 



Wed 1st Friendship ClubðVillage Hall 
WIðVillage Hallð7pm 

Thurs 2nd Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 
BadmintonðVillage Hallð7pm  

Fri 3rd Ladies SectionðFeltwell Golf Club  
Carpet BowlsðWeeting Village Hallð9.45m-noon                   
Arts & Crafts & Walking for WomenðMildenhall 
Carpet BowlsðVillage Clubð8pm 

Sat 4th Mini MarketðVillage Hall  
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 
Easter Fun DayðMethwold Scout HQð10.30am-2.30pm 
Hockwold Country Fair Quiz NightðVillage Hallð7pm 
Magic OllyðVillage Clubð2-4pm 

Sun  5th RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 
HIAM Sports & Social ClubðTea Dance 

Mon 6th Bell RingingðSt. Jamesð7.30pm                                 
BridgeðDownham Marketð1.30pm  
CribðVillage Club 
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Tues 7th Craft GroupðVillage Clubð7.30pm 
RSPB LakenheathðItôs Boom Time For Bitternsð5.30-9.30am 
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Wed 8th Brandon Speakers ClubðRam Hotel, Brandon ï7pm 
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Thurs 9th Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 
BadmintonðVillage Hallð7pm  
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Fri 10th Good Friday 
Ladies SectionðFeltwell Golf Club  
Carpet BowlsðWeeting Village Hallð9.45m-noon                   
Arts & Crafts & Walking for WomenðMildenhall 
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Sat 11th RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Sun 12th RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Mon 13th Easter Monday 
Bell RingingðSt. Jamesð7.30pm (tbc)                                
BridgeðDownham Marketð1.30pm (tbc)    
CribðVillage Club 
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Tues 14th Craft GroupðVillage Clubð7.30pm 
Parish CouncilðVillage Hallð7.30pm 
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 
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Wed 15th Magazine deadline 
Friendship ClubðVillage Hall 
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Thurs 16th Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 
BadmintonðVillage Hallð7pm  
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Fri 17th Ladies SectionðFeltwell Golf Club  
Carpet BowlsðWeeting Village Hallð9.45m-noon                   
Arts & Crafts & Walking for WomenðMildenhall 
RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 
Carpet BowlsðVillage Clubð8pm 

Sat 18th RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 
HIAM Sports & Social ClubðDavid Ingley 

Sun 19th RSPB LakenheathðEaster Fun @ Lakenheathð10am-4pm 

Mon 20th Bell RingingðSt. Jamesð7.30pm                                 
BridgeðDownham Marketð1.30pm      
CribðVillage Club 

Tues 21st Craft GroupðVillage Clubð7.30pm 
RSPB LakenheathðItôs Boom Time For Bitternsð5.30-9.30am 

Wed 22nd Brandon Speakers ClubðRam Hotel, Brandon ï7pm 

Thurs 23rd Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 
BadmintonðVillage Hallð7pm  
Mobile library in village 

Fri 24th Ladies SectionðFeltwell Golf Club  
Carpet BowlsðWeeting Village Hallð9.45m-noon                   
Arts & Crafts & Walking for WomenðMildenhall 
Casino NightðVillage Club 

Sat 25th Roddy RyanðVillage Clubð8.45pm 
The Stars of HollywoodðVillage Hallð7.30pm 
HIAM Sports & Social ClubðAnnie 

Sun 26th  

Mon 27th Bell RingingðSt. Jamesð7.30pm                                 
BridgeðDownham Marketð1.30pm     
CribðVillage Club 

Tues 28th Craft GroupðVillage Clubð7.30pm 
Annual Parish AssemblyðVillage Hallð7pm 

Wed 29th BingoðVillage Clubð8pm 

Thurs 30th Art For PleasureðWeeting Village Hallð10.30am 
BadmintonðVillage Hallð7pm  






